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Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
The purpose of this letter is to remind families that April marks the start of the annual season for state                    
testing. Each spring, New York State mandates the administration of ELA and Mathematics Tests to               
measure student progress toward meeting the Common Core Learning Standards. Since the initial             
administration of these tests, and especially over the course of the last few years, we have been deepening                  
our understanding of these standards, and have been revising and refining our curriculum, instruction and               
classroom assessments, all in an effort to raise student learning, growth and achievement. Following the               
release of last year’s test results, we have worked to understand how student progress is being assessed on                  
these tests and have taken action to match appropriate learning experiences to our students in ways that                 
best support their growth. 
 
Last year, the number of test sessions for these annual assessments was reduced from three to two: that 
change remains in effect this year.  This means that students will take each subject test over only two 
testing days instead of three as in past years.  Additionally, the 2019 Grades 3-8 ELA and Math Tests will 
continue to be untimed.  With fewer test sessions, each test will have fewer questions than in past years, 
lessening test fatigue for students and better enabling them to demonstrate what they know and are able to 
do. 
 
Student performance on the 2019 Grades 3-8 ELA and Mathematics Tests will have no 
employment-related consequences for teacher and principal evaluations.  
 
This year, the Grades 3-8 New York State testing dates are as follows: 
 

English Language Arts Tests Mathematics Tests 
Tuesday, April 2nd through Thursday, April 4th 

[Make-up dates: April 5-9th] 
Tuesday, May 1st through Friday, May 3rd 

[Make-up dates: May 6-8th] 

 
NYSESLAT Science - Gr. 4 & 8 

Monday, April 8th through Friday, May 17h 

[Make-up dates: within testing time frame] 
Wednesday, May 22nd – Monday, June 3rd 

[Make-up dates: June 4-7th] 
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Our district’s expectation is that all students will take these tests, as they provide us with valuable                 
information on student performance and our commitment to align classroom instruction to the standards.              
We learn quite a bit about our students and our instructional practices from the results we get from these                   
tests. While we recognize that some parents will have their children “refuse” to participate, we strongly                
recommend against this. If this is your intention, we will need a written statement of “refusal” by a                  
parent, received by the school, at least three days prior to the specific scheduled state assessment you are                  
refusing to have your child take. We will not offer alternative instruction during the testing time, so your                  
child should come to school with books to read and/or homework to complete. 
 
The tests are challenging and rigorous, and as a result, we have tried to increase students’ knowledge,                 
comfort, and familiarity with the sophistication of the tests. As in past years, we anticipate that there may                  
be questions about the tests, why they are required, who has to take them, and when. There are additional                   
resources for parents available online from the New York State Department of Education. Please              
reference these updated handout and FAQ with information about the 2019 assessments. 
 
Parents often ask how they might best prepare their children for these tests. Since these tests cover a year                   
of curriculum and learning, the best preparation relates to promoting students’ readiness to “show what               
they know”. This means a good night’s rest, a healthy breakfast, and lots of positive reinforcement.                
Students shouldn’t cram or stay up trying practice questions the night(s) before the tests. We know our                 
students work hard, and will do the best they can—and that is what we expect. 
 
Should you have additional questions, please contact your child’s teacher, assistant principal or principal,              
or feel free to contact me. 
 
We are grateful for your support as partners in the learning process. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Joel Adelberg, Ed.D. 
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http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ei/2019/2019-handout-for-parents-3-8-tests.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ei/2019/2019-handout-for-parents-3-8-tests.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ei/2019/2019-faq-for-parents-3-8-tests.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ei/2019/2019-faq-for-parents-3-8-tests.pdf

